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On 4 March 2016, the European Commission has proposed for the European Union to ratify the
Council of Europe's Istanbul Convention, a comprehensive international treaty on combating
violence against women and domestic violence.
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States have signed it but not yet ratified.
More signatures and ratifications are
expected over the coming months19.
Gender-based violence is rooted
in and reinforces gender inequalities
and it cannot be understood outside the
social structures, gender norms and
roles that support and justify it. Genderbased violence is a human rights
violation and one of the most pervasive
forms of gender-based inequality. The
elimination of violence against women
involves challenging the ways in which
this inequality is perpetuated through
institutions at all levels of society20.
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